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des communications directes et visibles); he has succeeded in winning the confidence of the emperor and making him share his delirium/7 La Ferronays, who had doubts about the sincerity of Golitsin's conversion, pictured him as a man "of amiable disposition, but humble intellectual gifts (un homme d? esprit, aimable, mais pen eclaire)" a statement which contained a large element of truth, although it was probably too generous.
According to Golitsin, it was at his urgent request that Alexander first read the Bible in the summer of 1812. The emperor had given Koshelev a large share of credit for his conversion. "I owe you much/' he wrote to Koshelev on December 13, 1815. "You have powerfully contributed to make me adopt the course I am now following by conviction and which alone has brought me success in the most difficult task the Very High One has assigned me/'2 The persistency and the nature of the extraordinary influence Golitsin exerted is suggested by an exchange of letters between him and Alexander on the occasion of the death of Sophie Naryshkin, the emperor's favorite daughter by his mistress. "God has miraculously wrested you from sin (vous a arrache miraculeusement an peche)" Golitsin wrote to the bereaved father on June 19, 1824, that is, a few weeks after the former minister had been deprived of his high office. "Humanly you did not know how to bring about the rupture of a link (lien), even though an illicit one, which made the happiness of your existence. Now He has withdrawn the fruit of this union which, so to speak, should have never seen the light of day, according to the holy will of God and, by this decision, He has corrected the fault due to your own will." "Your letter went straight to my heart," replied Alexander the same evening to this quaintly phrased expression of sympathy.
The mystical creed of Alexander, like most phenomena of this order, defies precise analysis. The essence of his faith, in so far as it can be ascertained, consisted in seeking self-expression through absorption in the Deity. The doctrines of Bohme, Swedenborg, Eckarts-housen, Saint-Martin, and Jung-Stilling, the mystical teaching of
2 It would be a mistake to ascribe the mystical leanings of Alexander entirely to the influence of Golitsin and Koshelev. The growing preoccupation of the emperor with mysticism is disclosed in a curious memorandum sent by him to his sister, the Grand Duchess Catherine. This document, which contains an obscure and haphazard critical survey of mystical doctrines throughout the ages, was not dated, but a reference to Prince George of Oldenburg indicates that it was written before the death of Catherine's first husband in December, 1812.